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LETTER  OF  RE 2 IGNAT ION  AS  FREE  MINISTER 
BY  PRINCE  FDMEMRO  KONOYE  TO  H.  M.  TIE 
IMFEP.'jR 


By  Els  Majesty’s  HumUe  Servant.  Fumimaro 


When  I,  Your  Majesty*  s  humble  servant.  uneicpectedly  received  an  Imperial 
Command  to  organize  a  Cabinet  for  a  third  tine,  it  was  my  firm  conviction  that, 
in  order  that  wo  can  manage  the  prrneni  political  sit  art  ion  so  as  to  enable 
future  national  expansion,  va  must  ?.i a  speedy  solution  for  the  China  In¬ 
cident  by  adjusting  relations  with  “.he  United.  Coates  on  friendly  topis.  There¬ 
fore,  I  have  expressed  v.y  wishes  to  the  United  States  Government  soliciting  an 
opportunity  for  friendly  parleys. 

Recently,  however,  Army  Minister  TOJO,  v/ho  judged  that  such  negotiations 
could  not  possibly  be  materialized  before  the  desired  time  (about  the  middle  or 
latter  part  of  October),  and  who  believed  the  situation  had  come  to  a  point 
"When  no  other  moans  can  be  found  to  carry  through  our  demands  . ., ;I  found  in 
the  3rd  article  of  “An  Outl  ine  of  Hoy/  to  Execute  tho  Nutional  Policies  of  Our 
Qnpire, "  which  met  Imperial  sanation  following  the  conference  in  tho  presence 
of  His  Majesty  held  on  the  6th  of  September,  this  year,  has  como  to  tho  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  open  war  against  tho  Unitod  States. 

Tflion  I  consider  the  matter  carefully,  however,  I  still  believe  that 
provided  wo  have  ample  time,  not  only  is  it  erroneous  to  think  that  all  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  Unitod  States  arc  hopeless  but  that  even  tho  most  difficult 
question  involved,  tho  question  of  withdrawing  our  troops,  con  bo  settled  if 
T/o  tako  tho  attitude  of  yielding  to  her  in  appearance  by  keeping  fer  us  tho 
substance  and  casting  away  tho  name.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  Your 
Majesty's  humble  servant  Fumimuro,  who  is  fooling  much  responsibility  evor 
3incc  tho  outbreak  of  the  China  Incident,  to  endure  plunging  the  nation  again 
into  a  titanic  war  tho  outcome  of  which  cannot  be  forecast  whon  even  the  China 
Incident  has  not  yet  boon  settled. 

For  theso  reasons  Fund  mar o  boll eves  that  now  i3  tho  time  for  tho  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  military  to  cooperate  in  unity  towards  materializing  our  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  Unitod  Steve 3  by  exerting  our  very  utmost,  thus  to  bring  about 
settlement  r/ith  China,  which  is  now  urgent  nccossity  from  tho  standpoint  of 
recovering  national  strength  as  well  as  stabilizing  popular  moralo.  And  if 
vro  have  any  desire  for  advancing  our  national  fortunes  novx  is  the  very  time 
for  us  to  stop  back  a  bit  to  prepare  for  a  forward  leap,  and  to  mako  tho 
peoplo  struggle  forward  moro  bravely  for  tho  sovereign  and  the  sta.tc  enduring 
hardship  and  privation. 
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I  Your  Majesty’s  hunblo  servant,  liavo  deno  my  best  to  prevail  upon 
kray  Ministor  TOJO  by  laying  open  to  him  vy  inmost  feelings.  However,  the 
Army  Ministor  porsistor.tly  claimed  that  though  ho  perfectly  understood  the 
toll  and  foelings  of  the  Prime  Minister,  it  v.ns  impossible  to  consent  to  the 
withdrawal  of  troops  from  the  standpoint  of  maintaining  thoir  morolo,  and 
moreover,  that  onco  the  United  States  was  yiolded  to,  she  would  apply  still 
more  ovorboarlng  measures  an c.  ■•’lig-it  oven  forgot  where  to  stopj  and  that  oven 
If  tho  China  Affair  was  settled,  it  '/eo  possible  that  a  rupturo  might  occur 
again  in  two  or  throe  years,  and  that  as  ire  err al  weaknesses  wero  existont 
both  In  tho  United  Statos  and  Japan  v;o  should  not  lose  thi3  opportunity  for  a 
war  with  hor, 

I,  Fumimaro,  conferred  with  bin  on  four  separate  occasions  but  have 
failed  to  make  him  agree  with  me,  ar.d  an  now  unable  to  carry  on  tho  grave 
responsibilities  of  assisting  tho  Throne  according  to  my  own  convictions,  due 
solely  to  my  wont  of  abilities,  for  which  I  humbly  beg  Your  Majesty’s  pardon. 

I,  Your  Majesty’s  humblo  servant,  besooch  Your  Majesty  to  roloc.so  me 
from  this  important  post, 

October  16,  16th  year  of  Showa  (1941) 
Prime  Minister  of  Cabinet, 

Princo  Fumlm&ro  KONOYE, 
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W.D.C.  No. 
I.P.S.  No. 


C  SRTIFICJTE 


Statement  0* 


hereby  certify  that  I  am  officially 
conncctod  uith  the  Japanese  Imperial  Household  in  the  followin'*  capacity: 
q.q3idoqt  of  tho_Pcerj^c_By r -res  ^hold,  and  that  as  such 
official  I  have ^custody  of  the  docuiaont  horoto  uttachod  consisting  of  t:ro 
po^os,  dntod — l^O^bor^JjQjy t ,  nrl  debc  -bod  as  follows:  Letter  ef  rcsip- 
fla.t4oq  P|3  Prir.c  Jiniat.or^^J  riaco  rfb  \^£0  -bo  H.~K~fho  EmSbVo?. 

I  further  certify  taut  tr.e  attached  record  ard  tiosamont  is  an  official " 
thc  Ja?ancs®  Imperial  house  he’d,  and  tliat  it  is  part  of  the 
official  archives  and  files  of  the  fc.'J.ovring  named  ministry  or  department 
(specifying  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  other  official 
d08ignati°n  of  tho  regular  location  of  tho  document  in  tho  archives  or  files) : 


Signed  at 


’V-.v- 

on  this 

..v  l  » 


_2nd_day  of  _July  .  1946. 


Witness:  /s/  K.  KURCDA 


Y.  H/ITSUDARA _ 

Signature  of  Official 


SEAL 


President  of  the  Peerage  Buroaq 
Official  Capacity 

Statement  of  Official  Procurement 

I,  _EDWARD  P.  MONOGMN  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with 

the  Gcnoral  Headquarters  of  the  Suprome  Commander  for  tho  Allied  Pouors,  and 
that  the  abovo  described  document  ras  obtained  by  mo  from  the  above  sdgnod 
official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  tho  conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Signed  at 


on  this 


ted-  day  of  .  July  1946 


Witness: 


Ji  C.  PRC17T 


edward  p.  konogh/ln 

NAME 

_ £gofltjZ6tgr^IJp.S. 

Official  Capacity 
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certificate 


I  horoby  certify  that  I  an  conversant  with  both 
the  Japanese  and  English  languages  and  that  the  above 
is  a  truo  and  exact  cony  of  the  original  document 


Of  Resignation jTuojn  Premier^ 


Prince  Furimar_o_0'C121t 


WARREN  N.»  WAGNER 


WITNESS: 


Toledo 

July  ?rd  .  1946. 


PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


/ (o  8 A 


* 


<-su!:,iv3>On  =>i:<«i;'iih  'i  ;.s  k  ^eoaEJ-Kiaa  sia 


mi 

« 

LI 

u 

u 

U 

in 

‘i< 

w 

HI 

U 

•K 

IN 

K} 

•tv 

»S 

'S 

G 

l.\ 

d 

#«•» 

:  > 
s.i/ 

K 

* 

*• 

pi 

1  r’^ 

1'- 

*N 

n 

23 

.*•/ 

w 

Hi? 

n 

f'l 

*h 

□ 

U.x 

■*> 

*•< 

.Ui 

K\ 

*s 

.’  ’.1 
‘s-i 

!«• 

IN 

* 

« 

II 

✓ 

\ 

S3 

II 

«J  • 
'IN 

E5 

X- 

*N 

6 

r*-; 

L_i 

s* 

In 

u 

C;1 

25 

!S 

,Kt 

ir\ 

ii.< 

» 

ca 

N 

,i  i; 

S3 

IN 

LJ 

■N 

Y 

*R 

>N 

*K 

-X- 

1 $ 

ij» 

'i\ 

13 

fc» 

'«? 

II 

j., 

t  •« 

•  •Mi 

* 

•K 

\ 

r  ? 

'.I.N 

* 

12 

VJ 

•  •u 

Ll3 

N 

«•••■« 

i.U 

IN 

♦.  V 

< 

iN 

,\ 

n 

IN 

EX  S3 

25 

•s  <r 

jH 

il 

Y 

II 

jV> 

J13 

II 

Kll 

c=v 

» -i 
V-\ 

£1 

M. 

C*“l 

■K  lot 

✓ 

\ 

13  t-t 

& 

e 

\ 

S 

N 

wj 

y 

ft 

cr 

VSs 

( 

»•  i 
•.  ■*. 

•*v 

+• 

p; 

fr 

- 

H- V  ) 

«.v 

•V; 

u 

< 

M 

tS 

.<V» 

•CS 

i-M 

N 

Ul 

*tr 

x- 

UJ 

V..N 

la 

R 

*r> 

K 

in 

t—- 

\s- 

i— 

« j 

*•>: 
(M  • 

I..IU 

N 

{*  ‘  9 

t„,.s 

IfN 

u 

•K 

i-j 

a 

IN 

g 

•ft* 

* 

r 

l 

fls 

Cits 

v^\ 

S3  «? 

SCJ 

•B* 

111 

N 

r 

1 

v,> 

K> 

In 

:Nt 

* 

& 

* 

El 

Sri 

*K 

'u 

j 

& 

<« 

r  *» 

Uiiu 

<r 

*0 

'1 

liitl 

:’4 

•IN 

r? 

L'ii 

/O 

ty* 

IN 

,.v 

Wo 

•li'i 

K 

V 

•ft* 

•V, 

Hi 

S3 

il 

£? 

y 

* 

CT* 

x- 

v< 

K 

n 

y\\ 

l*M 

ST' 

a 

H 

..ii» 

\\> 

m 

& 

< 

$ 

K 

II 

ft 

m 

f»\ 

25 

•h 

K 

*/ 

© 

K 

N 

IS  W 

N 

till 

'tt 

*!> 

N 

Lj 

*K 

V 

■R 

♦• 

l| 

iB 

iV 

n 

w\ 

r-  •? 

*s 

» 

‘In 

* 

* 

.■’1 

N.- 

Li 

E! 

i! 

IN 

<!3 

*,  k-* 

!S  £■< 

IN 

ft 

^N 

N 

Siil 

H 

& 

C5N 

« 

f 

\ 

•:« 

VO 

II 

a 

N 

r,** 

v-i 

BN 

u;;. 

n’V» 

•N 

V 

% 

<r 

« 

S3 

% 

n 

*/ 

S 

fiw 

V 

•IS 

* 

IN 

. .  0 

•h 

•••^ 

» 

□ 

N 

Ta¬ 

Vn 

a 

& 

4» 

M 

VN 

*  ?» 

it 

•S  H 

H 

'vJ 

c 

N 

a 

DEn 

K 

Y 

•R 

in 

* 

■K 

lJ 

ti* 

U 

yj 

4N\ 

r< 

K 

* 

!r 

5 

*i3\ 

fr 

\ 

n 

»mA 

» 

□ 

$ 

t'J  25 

>1 

1  \N 

w 

*!< 

•K 

* 

I*,,/ 

V* 

1 1  i 

Jj-t 

IN 

il 

«s 

tv 

s 

I'll 

• 

V\ 

■:!5 

0 

o 

PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


•ft- 

i"“ 

*K 

LI 

•K 

•v» 

•-A 

*S 

t  •«# 

ilS 

&N 

.•I') 

w.l 

* 

•K 

.r]  , 

S  * 

V 

B 

:..i\ 

•i/ 

•is 

'.O 

UA 

1-1 

bn 

.* IV 

5W 

* 

,\ 

j- 

vV 

•*!> 

i?<  rtf 

*uJ 

■% 

jj  t 

V\ 

*N 

II 

* 

•k 

n 

N 

£  t 

•  v* 

151 

Hn 

>\ 

■'  ■*» 

<  \ 

ii 

c* 

13 

□ 

II 

u 

''ri 

* 

•> 

< 

v 
r  > 
'N 

il\ 

H[i! 

** 

Uti 

c 

«  B 

BN 

K 

'< 

|V» 

V»\ 

■R 

•b-i 

via 

'll 

w 

»£* 

< 

fi 

La 

-H 

Ka 

'jii’ 

N 

•ll 

m 

hi( 

K 

* 

•ft* 

r 

\ 

/•. » 

*  M 
\ 

f 

\ 

ca 

* 

K 

* 

a 

Bn 

& 

itN 

»t 

\s 

* 

* 

V 

* 

K 

* 

ii1 

m 

,1s) 

l«'\ 

>K  tt 

•V>{ 

J-d 

s 

K 

»! 

tr;j 

r.ii 

*N  i«ct 

£2 

\ 

,'•  » 
\N» 

#■•  7 

\.V* 

4K 

H 

IV 

?.f#; 

iL-i 

!  **; 

uL* 

/• » 

i  • 
k-  ■* 

.A 

.<u 

*1  /. 
V*4 

K 

V 

•fr 

ti 

ll 

i*S 

M 

V 

* 

••;’A 

U 

•K 

la! 

v 

\ 

II 

|»  • 
•  *  % 

c\  U- 

* 

n 

*«- 

.'-3 

V4 

V 

\ 

> 

* 

ll 

i.*" 

i.u 

»l 

*> 

•K 

•r? 

<>* 

ll 

Q 

a 

n  Kll 

bn 

1*.”  * 
u..\ 

<jrt 

Kfl 

tU.I 

l.-M 

Q 

jj 

<■■  \ 
t>i.u 

a 

u 

»/ 

iK 

pv 

wo 

K 

< 

!V» 

K 

ita 

ijii 

•R 

1 

•lv< 

•tZ* 

BN 

Vi 

*> 

l< 

K 

< 

□ 

■R 

•fia 

v. .  i 

N 

J1 

m 

jp 

iV 

r'1 

r.'8 

I**. 

rr-| 

VKl 

V 

»/ 

vJ* 

u 

A" 

m 

n 

l« 

n\ 

•K 

-< 

ini 

Uc 

C:-i 

r*i 

4 

•K 

« 

iV 

fir 

vi 

BN 

r  :* 
w 

f.  » 

*.;i 

n 

»#•* 

•K 

i-  •» 

t-> 

0 

l: 

H 

;'  .•* 
..ill 

•Lit:- 

•K  M 

c 

tl 

K 

Li 

'K 

IV 

U 

til 

..... 

1 

0 

,“■/ 
-i  0 

*N 

V.  • 

i'  ! 

»l 

*  -f 

Ud 

IW 

f;s  <5- 

1 

*4 

t  > 

l-N 

i..< 

!  *» 

’;  m*’ 

N 

i  . 
i 

#«•••’ 

S* 

r 

N 

1L 

ll! 

i'1. 

Nl 

bn 

'N 

n 

r£~ 

W 

& 

i"\ 

l.-i 

]'?. 

»%*• 

-V 

K 

t\ 

4 

•K 

fir 

•  —  *• 

'.  *»% 

bn 

n 

BN 

'111 

K’ 

u.: 

•K 

113 

D 

u2 

V 

*4 

H 

Kll 

S%i 

>K 

e—\ 

•  r 

.  i« 

►% 

Ml 

*N 

p 

ll 

n 

41H, 
111  a 

P 

U 

:v.l 

*K 

^ft* 

E5 

bn 

1ft 

•-r*« 

•ft* 

-£.~C 

S.J 

r 

\ 

\ 

a 

n 

-C- 

r*»  • 

1  V 

•IN 

*N 

»3 

a 

4 

'K 

i 

rg 

‘ir\ 

L.’] 

n 

114' 

K 

r  v 

r.'  ^ 

i.x 

*N 

.  •: 
IH* 

3  ft 

Wr 

*1< 

H 

;!> 

’s* 

•V 

t'llj 

•ll\ 

E3 

S 

«v- 

iV 

N 

t 

•A 

■K 

!C1 

bn 

r:;l 

ihiii 

P.r? 

SV 

n 

Sm.* 

Cl 

■K 

hh 

N 

*•■.» 

•  ' 

4 .  • 

bi¬ 

N 

;Li 

•>*. 

MN 

Li 

ll 

in  j 

t<\ 

K 

u. 

£1*1 

U-s 

*N 

a 

Bn 

id 

IS 

*K 

S 

*1J 

‘K 

.^1 
..  1 
*•  » 

N 

V 

‘K 

i'”) 

*a^ 

UJ 

Bi 

K 

ll 

•<&< 

M  ■/ 

W-i 

bn 

«R 

* 

K 

•fc 

N 

;■*?{ 

r»i  1 

K 

IIS 

c 

< 

i^l 

0 

bn 

!'Jl 

« 

.•*!n 

U-4‘ 

<fd 

PURL :  http  ://www.legal- tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


V 


PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


(oTS  H 


trn 

U' 


vli 


i  4  fa  <  a  «•  m  «  *  &  SnP  El  C  >1  S3  Q  V  k  n 
«  -M  B?  ' 


4.M 

tf'i 


H 

** 


U  ft  IK  «8  3  h  'I  <«  3  S3  G  «  3  fe  -'-I  U  -v  4  s  13  0 
a  •:<  u  a  p  E 

•s  i-4  v{  Wl  N  i  *  *1  »>  iK  {lj  v>>  *K  ^  v£  ^  ^  n  ii\  i.J 

K  ° 


/  •>. 


-< 


£*  +  *  .%< 
Si»N  •  MV  >K  •  Lv  'K  S 


H  .  *AJ-  .  <  N 


I  -ft  E  •)<  tfr  (  13  3  1 1  •!•  1  151-  )  4s  «:  11!  n  '  «  «  H  * 

>S 


:d 

!S 

yt  \ 

W 

£•: 

$  ‘1 

r:* 

t-A 

K 

k 

& 

a 

<■ 

r 

4& 

•v-i 

3 

fr 

Dim 

f 

\ 

«• 

in 

*T> 

& 

-V 

VU 

>.*.• 

''N 

iK 

*v 

’  *  / 
iUA 

>  'if 

\  v* 

II 

& 

■s 

0 

W 

•H  {'3 

S 

.'w 

H 

S£ 

s 

* 

n 

rt~ 

'  u 

»l 

V  » 

ii 

•  1'-? 
UJ 

:>n 

4» 

«pv 

<o 

* 

1 

m 

1 

V*. 

VI 

( 

S 

v£ 

i 

"r 

•K 

«• ) 

+■ 

cq 

*1- 

•K 

in 

£2 

*\ 

1 1  K 

m 

* 

*  ~7 

<-s 

k 

« 

wi 

rr\ 

j 

'K 

<4 

L-a 

& 

U  R 

•"a 
•— * 

in 

r*  * 

IK 

«a 

£i 

H- 

II 

■H 

,v  > 
«o 

4» 

* 

e 

E3 

i'O 

P 

•K 

Hi] 

'<-2 

. i ►  9 

w 

Q  •*■ 

e 

PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


/  ilb  $  A 


1-i  •?  ^  <t<  *  -M  iX  t\  $3  J3  n  ta  U  +  j>  iMSU«  <>  I®  ^ 

n  *  «\  O  K  ° 

U  *2  S?*>  J«  ^  ECi  ft$  ’y  v(  Cl  ;  tn  #  {a  e  53  v 

<4  v!  «•  <i  *  msn  «p  «  <  e  to  =-  &  n  a  < «?  * 

s  *  x  sag'  tK  <  ia « ci a  ik  <  a «j  «  &  -v  *  s « 

Cl  n  CS  )i?  t-J  C  *s  <-<  ft  *3 13  *\  S  8  «  t  i>  )  n  |«  ft  Cl 

£i  £4  'y  >■  *\  'IS  s»  *\  |  6a  *  ^  n  •*■  ns  £!  K 


<a  e  l?  %  a  0 

1  -K  E  K  &  (  C  Q-  1 1  I  %  )  -V  «u  1 1  a  '  C  «  11  ti  ih 

&  m  k 


« s; 


a  «< 


N  4  '  12 


« 'd  <  «•  H  C  K  *  S  ss 

<2; '  r  M  v-  ^  —  ’•*••  'y  —  •  1?  ■;'■  (  ,\  j  's  <R  fc  i  ;  <a 

E  t»  It  CS  53  {a  8  K  <p  {g  11  LS  ®  s  *  1,  *'  bMKn 

ft  c<  (.  <s;  •-?!  &  a  £>  fe  •h  e  a  c?  «mi  «■  a*  m  t*  m  m 

*=-  •<  V.!’  f  ^  iV  *s  •K  ^  n  —  «\  L  «  K 


PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


PURL :  http  ://www.legal-tools . org/doc/3  a  1 7c 8/ 


